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Skylands UUF Meetings are held from 10:15 - 11:45 am, Sundays, September-June.

Religious Education is offered for children of all ages.  Visitors are always welcome!

Dec. 6:  “Hinduism 101”   
     
  



Brandon A. McCluskey
Basic concepts of faith and practice (Gods and Goddesses, yogas, and the spiritual texts) with the emphasis on Diwali.  

Dec. 13:  "Orphanage Project in Nepal"

       

   Maggie Doyne
Maggie Doyne, who was raised in Mendham, has been living in a small village in Nepal for the last few years, where she has started an orphanage and other programs. She will talk about the orphanage, how she got from Mendham to the foot of the Himalayas and her plans for the future.
Consignment shop collection day:  winter clothing in excellent condition, Christmas items.

Dec. 20:  Solstice Celebration        Bill Montfort, Renee Paddock & Jennifer Palmer
Intergenerational Holiday Service
Community carol sing scheduled for 3 pm this afternoon. See page 3 for details.

Dec. 24:  Christmas Eve Service 
At 7 pm.  A candle light service of lessons and carols.
Dec. 27:  No Service   
Jan. 3:  “Revisiting Jesus”






       Ginny Mills
A discussion based on Deepak Chopra's books: "Jesus - A Story Of Enlightenment" and 
"The Third Jesus: The Christ We Cannot Ignore". 

Jan. 10:  Service TBA

Please return all Guest at Your Table boxes this morning.

After the service and coffee hour, anyone who missed November's transgender panel, or who

attended that day but would like to explore the topic further, is welcome to stay and listen to an audiotape of that service, with informal discussion to follow.


      
Jan. 17:  “Life As Process:  In The Flow with Martin Luther King and 

        Eckhart Tolle”






       Alan Oliver
This talk will focus on the process of spiritual development, which is evolutionary in its basic nature.   After the coffee hour, Alan Oliver would also like to continue the informal discussion with anyone interested in exploring these ideas further.
Jan. 24:  "What Does Sex Have to Do with Church?"
Presented by Robin Slaw and Sue Montfort.  Why the UUA and the United Church of Christ (UCC) built a comprehensive sex ed program and how to talk to kids about sex, as a parent or grandparent.
Jan. 31:  “Knowing the Unknown”     



  Rev. Craig Hirshberg
Rev. Craig Hirshberg will be talking about neurotheology:   The study of the correlations of the workings of the brain and the experience of spirituality.
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1st Sunday potluck! - We’re having a potluck the 1st Sunday of each month after service.  Bring your favorite dish on Dec. 6th and Jan. 3rd.
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Christmas Mitten Tree - We will be collecting mittens, hats, and scarves for our "Christmas Mitten Tree". The items collected will be donated to needy children in Warren County.  This year Somerset Hills Bank has joined us for the project. Donations can be dropped off at the local bank office at 24 Schooley's Mountain Road in Long Valley, from 8:30 to 5, Monday through Friday, and from 9 to noon on Saturdays. Contact Kelly Shea for more info.

Toy Donations  – The Interfaith Community of Washington Township Area is asking us to purchase a few toys for children of the Food Pantry families. If anyone is interested in buying a child's "wish list" toy, please contact Ginny.

Gingerbread House Making Party  –  December 12th at 1pm at the Fellowship, we will be having a Gingerbread House Making Party.   This has been a SUUF tradition for many years and is always a lot of fun!  

Supplies needed:
empty and rinsed cardboard milk cartons
graham crackers (we use graham crackers in lieu of gingerbread for ease)
icing (recipe on our website)
candy to share (for decorating) 

RSVP to Tara O’Connell


Carol Sing-Along - Sunday, December 20th at 3pm - All those who enjoy the music of the season are invited to sing along or just listen to the Christmas favorites in a welcoming, non-sectarian setting. This indoor caroling will take the place of the outside caroling we have sometimes done in the past. Bill Montfort will be playing the piano and he invites anyone else to play or to bring a different musical instrument. If you can bring a dozen cookies, please contact Linda Bonk. Let's celebrate the holiday spirit together! 

Shamanic Journey Circle - Tuesdays, Dec. 22nd and Jan. 26th from 7 to 9:30pm
All are welcome to share in a meditative experience called shamanic journeying, led by Julie Lange Groth. No experience is necessary. Wear comfortable clothing and bring a blanket or mat and pillow, eye shade or scarf, a journal or notebook, and a snack to share (optional).  No charge. For more info, visit www.ravensdrum.com.

Quilts of Valor Project - January 28th from 11am to 2pm and every fourth Thursday until further notice.  We are creating quilts for wounded soldiers returning from Iraq and Afghanistan. Contact Carol Pratico and visit www.qovf.org for more information. 


Congratulations to the incoming Skylands leadership! 
And a big "thank you " to Rob O'Connell and Jennifer Palmer, who served as our nominating committee, and to everyone who stepped forward to take on responsibility for some aspect of the running of Skylands. This willingness to work hard together, with kindness and respect for one another, is one of the factors that makes this fellowship such a special community.
We are grateful to the outgoing board members who have helped us through the transition to our new home:  Linda Bonk, Anne Kager, Bernie Neuner and Mary Van der Mude. Each of them will continue to play a major part in the life of the Fellowship, sometimes in new roles. (And if we are lucky, the role of "chair of the property search committee" can be phased out once we purchase the Beattystown Church early in 2010!)
We welcome the new and returning board members who will lead us in the new year:

President Josh Galster, Vice-President Maureen Bonner, Treasurer Lee Brown, Secretary Tony Van der Mude, and Trustees Bill Montfort, Tara O'Connell, and Jennifer Palmer.
The full roster of leadership will be available online at www.skylandsuu.org, updated throughout the year.  If you have not yet set up your log-in, please do so if you would like to access the members-only portion of the site.

Mark your calendars: Visit http://skylandsuu.org/calendar to see what's happening at SUUF!

Local food pantry needs for December/January:  canned chili, spaghetti sauce

One of our Religious Education resources is "Kids' Daily Dilemmas in a Jar," a collection of cards which describe childhood challenges and ask children to think of possible responses. A typical example: Your best friend joined a rock band and rehearses all the time. Lately you feel hurt because it feels like your friend is ignoring you. How do you handle this? Or: During dinner at a friend's house, the parents and kids start telling ethnic jokes. What do you do?
              I thought of these dilemma cards last week when I attended the marriage equality lobby day in Trenton on behalf of our Welcoming Congregation Committee. Pro-equality New Jerseyans crowded the gallery of the Senate Chambers, hoping to send the message to the legislators that they should honor their promises to vote in favor of the Religious Freedom and Equality in Civil Marriage Act. But the only action before the Senate that afternoon was the swearing-in of a new senator. And a request was made from the floor below us that we give up our seats to the people who were arriving to watch that ceremony, as this was a special day in the life of the senator and his family and friends. A few minutes later, a woman walked down the short aisle beside me and approached a man sitting in the front row in his navy EQUALITY t-shirt. She apparently asked him about the possibility of having his seat during the ceremony, because he responded by saying, "This is my first time ever in the Chambers, and I'm not giving up my seat." She made a comment I did not hear, and he responded with agitation in his voice, saying, "This is important to me, too. I'm here on behalf of my people." He remained seated and she walked away. 
              My initial response to the request that we relinquish our seats had been to offer mine up. But I did so with some misgivings, primarily because I had read, just a few days earlier, this particular senator's dismissive response to a personal letter written to him by one of our congregants, in which she asked him to support marriage equality. His letter, and even his remarks during the ceremony, made it difficult to feel completely comfortable about giving up my seat to one of his supporters.
              And the reactions of the man in the front row reminded me that there may be times when the personally friendly course of action may not be the most principled. Was it, in this case? Different people made different decisions. The woman and her friend were eventually given seats further back when a couple of pro-equality attendees moved for them. Other activists remained in their seats. And that man who had initially refused to move? He got up from his seat when the request was made from the floor a third time, muttering his frustration about being "in the back of the bus again" as he walked up the steps and exited the room. There was no easy answer in this situation, and neither response felt wholly "right." The afternoon's quandary still lingers in my head, as such unresolved experiences often do.
              This month, with the winter holiday season upon us, we may find ourselves experiencing more than our usual share of everyday dilemmas as we try to meet the sometimes competing needs of family, friends and work, and as our holiday wishes and dreams confront the realities of finances, human frailty, and the number of hours in the day. My December wish for each of us is that we will more often than not make decisions which feel right, that we will forgive ourselves when we get it wrong, and that we will find many dilemma-free moments of peace and joy which make the entire season worth the stress.
              Happy holidays!





Linda

 




There will be no RE classes on December 20th or 27th.

The Welcoming Congregation Committee continues to meet once a month and welcomes new members. Contact Sue Montfort if you might be interested. 
The next meeting will be Thursday, Jan. 14th at 7:30 PM.
Our next film night will be January 22 -- check the website in January for details.

 


The next meeting will be at the Fellowship on December 17th at 7:30 pm. For information and/or to have your name added to the mailing list, please contact Maureen Bonner.
     



UU NEW YEARS with Rev Craig Hirshberg – A festive, fun & spiritual overnight retreat!

Individuals, couples, families and groups are welcome!
Includes:  DINNER • 1920s-theme DANCE LESSONS and DANCE PARTY • RINGING OUT the spirit of 2009 • MANIFESTING a wonderful 2010! • $75 per person; children under 12 only $50.   Space is limited, so RSVP soon!  
609-693-5558 or murraygrove@murraygrove.org
Note to readers of the UUnilog on the web:  In order to protect the privacy of our members, we no longer include their personal contact info in the web version of this newsletter. If you would like to know more about the activities mentioned here, please leave a message on our answering machine at 908-684-4040 or send an email to info@skylandsuu.org.

Acupuncture, Colorpuncture, Acutonics, Chinese Meridian Massage, Tai Chi / Qi Gong. 

Ginny Mills 908-852-2260
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